RNAA 1969 annual report
Record entry of pigeons at 1969 Show
A record attendance at the Show of 81,612 was reported at the annual meeting on Saturday, December 6 at the Royal Hotel, Norwich.
Col Sir Bartle Edwards, chairman of the association, said that good weather had been a factor. It was equally important to keep the objects of the association to the forefront of the show, namely the agricultural elements. The balance between education and displays and entertainment was about right, he added.
Mr James Alston, vice chairman, said that the decision to increase admission charges boosted gate receipts by £7,175. As a result, a total surplus of £10,910 had been transferred to reserves.
The gate totalled 81,612 (Wednesday 30,733, Thursday 50,879) and providing for more than 24,000 cars was a challenge, it was noted.
The president, Mr T R C Blofeld, chairman of the County Agricultural Executive Committee and vice-chairman of Norfolk Agricultural Station, had been a member of the association’s council since 1946. In seconding a vote of thanks, Mr R W Kidner said it was an excellent idea that the Norfolk Show chose presidents from amongst people who had done such a lot for agriculture.
Cattle entries were the lowest since 1947 but there was a record entry of 412 pigeons.
A competitive cage bird section was held for the first time.
Dairy Farming 1969 included a herringbone milking parlour.
More than half a mile of new road was ready for the Show.
An investment in 250 “stackable” bench seats was made to replace the weathered rustic seating.
Trees and shrubs have been planted in the centre of the showground.

