RNAA 1960 annual report
New president’s pavilion under construction
A new £25,000 pavilion for president, vice-presidents and members was taking shape on the Norfolk showground.
The RNAA’s annual report for the year to September 30, 1960 noted that the 250ft by 46ft building was expected to be ready for the 1961 show.
There had been further investment in the showground with 1,960 yards of hard road established and more water mains laid. Additional tree planting has been carried out around the King George VI gate to improve the area, which abuts the main A47.
Although attendance at the show had been reduced because of the two coldest days in June, a surplus of £1,410 16s 10d had been made – compared with £1,407 6s 1d in the previous year. 
A record number of vice-presidents, 328, was reported. A total of 620 new members were elected, with life members etc to number 5,568. The overall total of paid-up subscribers was 5,896 (5,788 1959; 5,569 1958 and 5,013 in 1957).
Two of June’s coldest days coincided with the Show, it was 57 deg F (13.8C) on the first day and 60 def F on the second.  A “clash” with the Royal Show at Cambridge in the following week may have depressed the gate to 53,696 (55,929 in 1959).
Livestock – The number was the highest since 1950 at 1,419. A record number of horses were entered; the number of pigs has only been exceeded once.
Entries in the miscellaneous sections, including a new log sawing contest, totalled 348 – compared with 345 in 1959. In the poultry, pigeon and rabbit sections, there were 911 entries – a rise of 14 on the previous year.
A new feature was the potato exhibit – and the carcase competition now included pork pigs.
A record number of trade stands, 361 against 353 the previous show.
A new challenge trophy was presented by Willesmore & Tibbenham for the stand showing the greatest initiative and originality.
In horse jumping, a knockout, in which two animals competed at the same time, was a successful innovation. In the grand ring, the coaching marathon in which seven road coaches and private drags competed was very popular. 
A new feature – the substitution of ticket selling machines in ticket boxes in advance of the entrances – replaced the traditional turnstiles.
Mr John Stimpson was show director for the first time.

